

Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Coalition
DRAFT – MINUTES - DRAFT 
December 5, 2009

10:00 am
Hollywood Constituent Center 

6501 Fountain Avenue

Los Angeles 90028 
1. The meeting was CALLED TO ORDER at 10:15 am by Chair, Leonard Shaffer.


2. PARTICIPANTS, self- INTRODUCTIONS
Jack Humphreville (Greater Wilshire NC)
Stephen Box (Hollywood United NC)
Steve Twining (BelAir Beverly Crest NC)      Joe Vitti (Granada Hills South NC)
Bob Gelfand (Coastal San Pedro NC)           Monica Harmon
… Foss (USC …)                                           Mark Eliott (USC Dept of Public Policy)
Donald Loze (BelAir-Beverly Crest NC)         Purcell Sanders (SoCentral NC)
Paul Radke (Westchester NC)

  
 Glen Wilson (Northridge West NC)
Michael Cohen (Reseda NC)                         Heinrich Keifer (HHPNC)
Todd Martin (Midtown NoHo NC)                   Christine Lee (North Area NDC)
Jack O’Sullican (Mid-town Wilshire NC)         August Steurer (Woodland Hills NC)

Ken Draper (City Watch)                                W.E. Schenewerk (Historic Highland Park NC)
      Barbara Monahan-Burke (Studio City NC)    Margo Harris (Watts NC)
      DeDe Audet (Venice NC)

            Joanne Yvanek-Garb (West Hills NC)
      Daniel Wiseman (West Hills NC)                   Leonard Shaffer (Tarzana NC)



      Cindy Cleghorn (Sunland-Tujunga NC)         Tony Wilkinson (Panorama City NC)
      Alexander Von Wechmar (The Oaks HOA)    Chris Spitz (Pacific Palisades CC)
      Steve Sann (Westwood Business Assn)         Sandy Throop (Westwood in-formation)
      Pave Faxon (Westwood in-formation)            Christopher Hawk (Elite Educators Fdn)
      Marylyn Marble (MarVista NC)                       Carl Lynton (West L.A. NC)
      Jane Hunt (Westwood in-formation)               Roxan Stern (Westwood in-formation)
      Joyce Rich (Westwood in-formation)              Wolfgang Veith (Westwoor in-formation)
      Diane Rosen (Encino NC)                              C. Joyce Greene(Tarzana NC)
            Dr, Tom (Clyde) Williams (LA32 NC)             Cary Iaccino (Reseda NC)

            Susan Becker                                                Adell Walker (Watts ? NC)
       Mike O’Gara (Sun Valley NC)

 Stanley Moore (Historic Highland Park NC)



            Presenters and Special Guests
      Windie Yancey (DWP Outreach)
            Scott Hunter (DWP RPR)
       Dennis Walls (DWP RPR)

3.  The AGENDA was REVIEWED & APPROVED

4. CORRRECTION & APPROVAL of the MINUTES -  the November 7, 2009 LANCC Meeting MINUTES were reviewed & approved

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
a.  Steve Twining reported on and provided brochures for the (?new) Metro Westside Subway Extension plans.  He also told of the progress to install a Car Pool Lane and to widen the 405 Freeway through the Sepulveda Pass.

b.   Bob Gelfand spoke in opposition to the recent DWP employee salary increases which he believes are unacceptable in light of the City’s Budget Deficit and the (other) City Employee’s salary decreases and early retirement offers.  He plans to ask CD15 Council Member (Janice Hahn) to create a motion to oppose City Council approval. (NOTE:  This is in effect and is being reviewed by the Energy & Environment Committee and the Personnel Committee, now.)

c.  DeDe Audet reported on a severe parking “crunch” in Venice associated with people “living in their vehicles (Cars and Motor Homes).  She also reported on one construction project which seemed to be violating the Oxford Triangle Specific Plan.  (NOTE: All of the City’s “Specific Plans” and “Community Plans” are under review and revision.  The Planning Department has a “schedule” for their replacement which stretches out over several years.)

d.  Margo Harris told us that the South L.A. Regional Council (an alliance of 11-12 NCs) is being re-established to coordinate their activities.

e.  GOOD & WELFARE:
     We applaud the long and effective service of Soledad Garcia to the NC-DWP MOU.
     We wish for a successful hip surgery and speedy recovery for Adrienne O’Niell
 
6. Review of the DONE-sponsored CONGRESS OF NCs & MAYOR’s BUDGET “kick-off” DAY (October 10, 2009)

a. The well-attended, controversial session on NC BYLAWS involved the efforts by BONC (Al Abrams, Linda Lucks and others) to create guidelines for critical sections of NC ByLaws Revisions.  The wide variety, variable styles and disparate emphasis of the existing NC ByLaws created heated discourse between those wishing to make our ByLaws appropriate and functional and those wishing to preserve the specific features and characteristic diversity of our NCs.  Expect a mass mailing to all NCs from BONC, soon.

b.  BONC is also working on a Grievance Resolution Procedure.

c.  The Mayor’s Message re: his Budget Process emphasized his priority for preserving the LAPD.  He did not mention how LAFD funding decreases would diminish our Emergency Services.  He said that the he believes that the NC’s past support for raising the Solid Waste Fees was his mandate to use those moneys to increase LAPD hiring and training.  There was no opportunity for Public Comment at this session.  This years BUDGET SURVEY is in process, with involvement of NC Budget Reps, but is not yet ready to be made public…hopefully, by the end of the year.

7. SPECIAL PRESENTATION from the DWP on their/our POWER POLES was given by Scott Hunter and Dennis Wall.  Operation & Maintenance of DWP’s POWER POLES is under DWP’s Engineering Division (Marvin Moon, Manager).    

DWP’s FY2009-2010 Budget includes $467 million for a POWER RELIABILITY PROGRAM (PRP).  This amount increased by almost $150 million after Spring 2008 General election when the voters approved the “Base Rate Increase.”   In that election campaign, the Public was told of the large numbers (tens of thousands) of 70-year old L.A. Power Poles. Only tree branches exceed transformer “blow-outs” as a cause of pole failures.  

a.  There are 290,000 DWP Power Poles (75,000 solely owned by DWP, 213,000 jointly owned
      by DWP and others; including the Telephone Company and Cellphone Service Companies.
      A Power Pole costs between $ 10,000 - $ 20,000 to build.

      The goal was to repair/replace up to 5,000 poles each year.  We were told that monthly PRP
       Progress Reports are posted on the DWP website (www.ladwp.org ).  2,745 (of the 2,975
       poles proposed for replacement in the May 2009 DWP Budget Proposal) were replaced in
       FY2008-2009.  (Therefore, it would take from 52 to 116 years to replace all of the 290,000
       DWP Power Poles …and… More “new” poles are being put up every month.)

b.  DWP prunes 150,000 – 180,000 trees each year in an attempt to decrease the 250 – 350
     tree-related outages which occur.

c.  Any California PUC-recognized Utility can place a Pole.  There are specific requirements for
     Height, Color and above-ground configuration and safety (health) features.

d.   DWP Power poles carry (about) 35,000 Volts to supply the needs of Commercial Users, 
                                                           4,800 Volts to supply the needs of Residential Users. and
                                                           ?,??? (less) Volts for Cellphone relays. 
      There is great danger when a power line is broken and falls off of its pole.
 
e.  (Control) boxes must be 8½ feet above the ground.  Some NCs have found them lower,
     especially on the Cellphone poles.  Some NCs are proposing further ordinances to control
     placement and configuration of Cellphone poles.

8. Creating a WESTWOOD NC  Advocates for the creation and accreditation of a NC for Westwood described their efforts.  Others, who apparently felt excluded from the process, gave their opinion.  They were critical of amount of outreach to Westwood “renters.”  There were representatives present from Pacific Palisades Community Council, another of the three areas in Los Angeles which do NOT have a City-chartered NC. 

After several NC “Regulars” advised the Westwood NC “Formation Committee” to increase their efforts at noticed and open meetings, LANCC passed two MOTIONs (both, unanimously):
a.  To support of the creation of a Westwood NC and 
b.  To draft a letter of support to be sent by our President to DONE, BONC & the City Council
9. NEW BUSINESS and requests for FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
a.  Leonard Shaffer offered to review the recent & upcoming Energy & Environment Committee
     activities.
b.  We might invite Bill Rosendahl and/or Janice Hahn to be our Special Guests.  

10. The NEXT LANCC MEETING: Saturday, January 2 , 2010 
                                                  10:00 am at the Hollywood Constituent Center

11. The meeting was ADJOURNED at 12:45 pm

Respectfully submitted.

Daniel Wiseman
Secretary
